Sunday before Nativity (December 18-24). The Holy Fathers.
Readings at Vespers.
(1) The Reading is from Genesis. [14:14-20]
When Abram heard that Lot his nephew had been taken captive, he
numbered his own home-born servants, three hundred and eighteen, and
pursued after them as far as Dan. And he fell upon them by night, he and
his servants, and attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobal, which
is on the left of Damascus. And he brought back all the cavalry of
Sodom, and he brought back Lot his nephew and all his goods and the
women and the people. And the king of Sodom came out to meet him,
after his return from the slaughter of Hodologómor and the kings with
him, to the valley of Sabí; this is the plain of a king. And Melchizedek,
king of Salem, brought out loaves and wine; he was priest of the most
high God. And he blessed Abram and said: “Blessed is Abram by the
most high God, who created the heaven and the earth. And blessed is the
most high God, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”

(2) The Reading is from Deuteronomy. [1:8-11 & 15-17b]
In those days, Moses said to the children of Israel: See, I have handed
over the land in front you; go in and inherit the land which I swore to
your fathers, to Abraham and to Isaac and to Jacob, that I would give it to
them and to their seed after them. And I spoke to you at that time saying:
I shall not be able to bear you alone. The Lord your God has multiplied
you, and behold, you are today as the stars of heaven in multitude. May
the Lord the God of our fathers multiply you a thousand times more than
you are, and bless you as he has spoken to you. And I took from you
wise and understanding and prudent men, and I set them to rule over you,
captains of thousands and hundreds and fifties and tens, and recorders for
your judges. And I commanded your judges at that time, saying: Hear
cases between your brethren, and judge rightly between a man and his
brother and the proselyte who is with him. You shall not have respect to
persons in judging. You shall hear the small as well as the great. You
shall not shrink before any man's person; for the judgement is God's.
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(3) The Reading is from Deuteronomy. [10:14-21]
In those days, Moses said to the children of Israel: Behold, the heaven
and the highest heaven, the earth and all that is in it belong to the Lord
your God. The Lord preferred your fathers, to love them: and he chose
their seed after them, you above all nations, as it is at this day. So
circumcise the hardness of your heart and stiffen your neck no longer.
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and strong and awesome, who shows no partiality and takes no
bribe. He executes judgement for the stranger, the orphan and the
widow; and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing. You also
shall love the stranger, for you were strangers in Egypt. You shall fear
the Lord your God and serve him, and to him you shall hold fast, and take
oaths in his name. He is your boast, and he is your God, who has done
for you the great and wonderful things which your eyes have seen.
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